consumer register 


Milk & cream 


Dec. 10 is the date on which the dairy industry may 
begin complying with Food & Drug Administration’s 
(FDA) new regulations to revise some standards for 
milk & cream & to establish some new standards. Proc- 
essors have until Dec, 31, 1974 to comply with labeling 
required by the regulations. (The 1974 deadline also is 
the one for new nutrition labeling requirements for yo- 
gurt, cottage cheese, lowfat cottage cheese, dry curd cot- 
tage cheese, milk, lowfat milk, skim milk & nonfat dry 
milk.) 


These new milk & cream regulations are intended to 
implement proposals of the 1969 White House Conference 
on Food & Nutrition, which recommended a change in the 
way food standards are defined & used. 


FDA’s new regulations permit the addition of emulsi- 
fiers & stabilizers to some milk products to improve the 
consistency of the products. 


Othe provisions of the regulations include the follow- 
ing: 

@ Requirement of adding Vitamin A (not less than 
2000 International Units) to lowfat & skim milk to re- 
place the quantity of Vitamin A removed when cream is 
separated from the milk; 

@ Permission to use a special pasteurization process— 
known as ultra-pasteurization—to “sterilize” milk prod- 
ucts to keep them from going sour if kept under refriger- 
ation for 6 weeks; 

@ Permission to use any safe & suitable nutritive 
sweeteners for condensed milk & types of cream; 

@ Permission to add fruit or fruit juice & other natu- 
ral & artificial flavorings to some milk & cream products. 


The following is a review of the milk solids & milkfat 
standards for milk products as of Dec. 10 (some are previ- 
ous standards; others are revised standards): 

MILK—not less than 84% milk solids; not less than 
3%% milkfat. 

LOWFAT MILK—%%, 1%, 1%% or 2% milkfat & 
label must state percentage of milkfat; not less than 8%% 
milk solids. 

SKIM MILK—less than %% milkfat; not less than 
8%% milk solids. 

HALF-&-HALF—less than 18% milkfat, but not less 
than 10%% milkfat. 

LIGHT CREAM—less than 30% milkfat, but not less 
than 18% milkfat. 

LIGHT WHIPPING CREAM—less than 36% milkfat, 
but not less than 30% milkfat. 

HEAVY CREAM—not less than 36% milkfat. 

EVAPORATED MILK—not less than 742% milkfat; 
not less than 2542% milk solids, 

CONCENTRATED MILK—not less than 742% milk- 
fat; not less than 2542% milk solids. 

SWEETENED CONDENSED MILK—not less than 
84% milkfat by weight; not less than 28% milk solids by 
weight. 

NONFAT DRY MILK—not more than 1%% milkfat 
by weight; if fat content is over 142%, label must state 
percentage of milkfat content. 

NONFAT DRY MILK FORTIFIED WITH VITA- 
MINS A & D—same as for nonfat dry milk (above). 


FDA received 650 comments on its proposals to change 
milk & cream standards, Comments came from industry, 
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consumer & professional groups & trade associations. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 10, page 27924; Sept. 9, 
1972, page 18392. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1972. 


Agreement 


Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) & Food & 
Drug Administration (FDA) have agreed to working ar- 
rangements concerning their related objectives in carry- 
ing out their responsibilities under Agriculture Marketing 
Act of 1946 & Federal Food, Drug & Cosmetic Act. The 
agreement sets the working arrangements being followed 
or adopted in the interest of consumers so that each 
agency will discharge as effectively as possible its inspec- 
tion & standardization activities for foods. 


Among other matters in the agreement, both agencies 
agree that: 

@ If one agency proposes changes in a food regula- 
tion, it will refer changes to the other agency for re- 
view & comment; 

@ They will cooperate with each other & with in- 
dustry to improve sanitation & food handling practices 
in processing plants; 

@ They will work with industry for improvement in 
coding methods. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 10, page 27946. 


Yogurt 


On March 14, Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is- 
sued a nutrition labeling regulation that required food 
labels ordered after Dec. 21, 1973, to comply with the new 
nutrition labeling provisions, 


However, Milk Industry Foundation (MIF) has re- 
quested FDA to extend the Dec. 31 date for labeling of 
yogurt. (FDA already has extended the date for certain 
other dairy products.) MIF asked for the extension be- 
cause studies are being made on nutritional data on which 
to base nutrition labeling for yogurt, but these studies will 
not be completed by Dec. 31. 


Since FDA has reviewed & supports the nutritional re- 
search program for yogurt, it has granted a year’s exten- 
sion. Therefore, as of Dec. 31, 1974, all labeling of yo- 
gurt shipped in interstate commerce must comply with 
the new nutrition labeling requirements. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 26, page 29576. Con- 
SUMER REGISTER: Sept. 15. 


Margarine 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has revised 
standards for margarine (also known as oleomargarine) 
& has required that labels ordered by processors after 
March 16, 1974, comply with the revised regulation, 


FDA originally required that labels ordered after Dec. 
31, 1973, comply with the revised regulation, but FDA 
extended the deadline at the request of National Associa- 
tion of Margarine Manufacturers, New labels must appear 
on all margarine shipped across state lines after Dec. 31, 
1974, 


The new standard defines margarine as consisting of 
the following ingredients: 





@ Edible fats & oils or both; 

@ Any of the following: water, milk, milk products, 
suitable edible protein in liquid form or a combination of 
these; 


@ Vitamin A. 


Margarine may also contain such optional ingredi- 
ents as Vitamin D, salt & certain sweeteners, emulsifiers, 
preservatives, colors & flavorings. 

FDA included the provision for “suitable edible pro- 
tein” in the new standard for 2 reasons: 

1. It is in the international margarine standard pre- 
pared by Codex Alimentarius Commission; 

2. FDA believes use of any “suitable edible protein” 
will reduce manufacturers’ problems resulting from the 
shortage of nonfat dry milk & skim milk (these milk 
products traditionally have provided the edible protein in 
margarine). The shortage has caused increases in their 
prices, which manufacturers have passed along to con- 
sumers in higher prices for margarine. 

FDA’s revised standards include liquid margarine & 
do away with the separate standard for the liquid form. 
Details—Federal Register: Oct. 26, page 29577; Sept. 14, 
page 25671. 


OTC drugs 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has issued a 
final regulation on general standards that over-the-counter 
(OTC) drugs must meet to be regarded as safe, effective 
& properly labeled. These standards will become effective 
Dec. 12 & will be used for all OTC drugs that are being 
surveyed & evaluated by various scientific review panels 
appointed by FDA [see Antacids in this CONSUMER REGIS- 
TER]. 

The new final regulation reflects changes suggested 
by public comments on the proposed regulation first pub- 
lished in the Federal Register. 


The regulation covers the following general condi- 
tions: 


Good manufacturing practices; 
Proper product registration; 
Proper labeling; 

Advertising; 

Safe inactive ingredients; 
Container regulations; 
Warnings concerning children; 
Maximum dosages; 


Warnings concerning interaction with prescription 
drugs; 


@ Labeling for amounts of inactive ingredients. 


Each OTC drug must meet these general conditions 
as well as any revised or additional conditions required by 


a specific report based on the study of any scientific review 
panel. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 12, page 31258; April 5, 
page 8714. 


Antacid drugs 


Dec. 12 is deadline for objections & requests for 
hearings regarding a Food & Drug Administration (FDA) 
proposal to finalize a monograph (another name for a 
report) concerning over-the-counter (OTC) antacid drugs. 


The report sets safe & effective ingredients for OTC 
drugs as well as dosages to be permitted & procedures to 
be followed in labeling the drugs. 


The report is based on an evaluation of OTC antacid 
drugs made by a panel of experts. FDA published the 
report in the Federal Register in April & requested public 
comments, FDA changed a number of provisions in the 
original report as a result of comments, 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 12, page 31260; April 5, 
page 8714. CONSUMER NEws: Jan. 15, 1972, Send. objec- 
tions or requests to testify at a hearing to Hearing Clerk, 


Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rock- 
ville, MD 20852. 


Public comment 


Dec. 12 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA) proposal regarding public com- 
ments on the reports of over-the-counter (OTC) drug ad- 
visory review panels. 

The proposal provides that FDA may publish a sum- 
mary of each advisory panel’s report in the Federal Regis- 
ter & request public comment before the agency makes 
its own evaluation & decision on the panel’s report. This 
procedure was generally followed in evaluating the re- 
port of the advisory panel for over-the-counter (OTC) 


antacid drugs. FDA believes its existing regulations 
allow such procedure, 


Some comments on the antacid report, however, took 
issue with this procedural interpretation. Therefore FDA 
has made this proposal to clarify that the use of such 
procedure for dealing with reports of future advisory re- 
view panels is appropriate. 


FDA plans to release the reports of 16 other scien- 
tific review panels that have been working on evaluations 
of a variety of OTC drugs, including sedatives, topical 
analgesics, dentifrices, contraceptives & antiperspirants. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 12, page 31269. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest te consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & uni- 


versity libraries. 
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